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personal hatred of Leon Blum, born of a
sense of inferiority. (In this he strongly
resembled the Austrian Chancellor Dollfiiss
in his fateful relations to the Socialist leader,
Otto Bauer.) In his outward appearance
he cultivated a faint likeness to Napoleon,
and finally persuaded himself that he who
was by nature a shirker had been born to be
a dictator. In truth, this much-overrated
twopence-ha'penny Napoleon was a pathetic
failure; and the regime which he incor-
porated, a half-baked dictatorship, outwardly
strong but inwardly shifting and wavering,
was made up of weary routine, lack of ideas
and a petty rancour against the workers.
In November 1938, the Trade Unions,
after having been deprived of a good many
of their gains by successive decrees, decided
on a one-day general strike as a protest.
Daladier was able to crush it not only by
placing the public services under military
rule, but also by denouncing it as a political
manoeuvre engineered by the Communists
to destroy the " peace-policy " of Munich.
Paris daily to which Daladier contributed the political
articles remembered that when he sat down to write a
" leader " he rarely knew himself what line he would
take. His indecision on the night of the attempted
Fascist coup, February 6th,,1934, when he was Premier,
nearly proved fatal to France.
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